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September 2021 Update

Today FDA is deactivating Import Alert #99-33 (IA) that has targeted certain food
products from Japanese prefectures (Japan's equivalent of a U.S. state) located near the

damaged Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant since 2011.

On March 11, 2011, a 9-magnitude earthquake triggering an approximately 40-foot
tsunami struck the Pacific Coast of Japan. The force of the tsunami destroyed a great deal
of the infrastructure along portions of the Japanese coast, including the Fukushima plant,
and damage to the plant released radiological contamination to the surrounding areas.

In the wake of the disaster, the Government of Japan determined that certain food
products in affected prefectures were not fit for human consumption, due to the public
health risk associated with radionuclide contamination and prohibited those food

products from sale (both within Japan and for export).

FDA responded by issuing the IA, “Detention Without Physical Examination of Products
from Japan due to Radionuclide Contamination.” The basis for the TA is section 801(a)(2)
of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act, which states that FDA-regulated products
are subject to refusal and will be refused admission into the United States if the products
appear to be forbidden or restricted for sale in the country in which they were produced or
from which they were exported. The IA was designed to match Japan’s restrictions at the
prefecture level.
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FDA Response to the Fukushima Dai-ichi Nuclear
Power Facility Incident

March 2014 Update

To date, FDA has no evidence that radionuclides from the Fukushima incident are present in the U.S. food supply
at levels that would pose a public health concern. This is true for both FDA-regulated food products imported from
Japan and U.S. domestic food products, including seafood caught off the coast of the United States. Consequently,
FDA is not advising consumers to alter their consumption of specific foods imported from Japan or domestically
produced foods, including seafood. FDA continues to closely monitor the situation at and around the Fukushima
Dai-ichi facility, as it has since the start of the incident and will coordinate with other Federal and state agencies as
necessary, standing ready to take action if needed, to ensure the safety of food in the U.S. marketplace.
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Import Alert # 99-33 & , which instructs FDA field personnel to detain foods shipments from Japan if the food is
likely to contain radionuclide contamination, remains active. In addition, FDA tests for radionuclides as part of its
routine surveillance, through the toxic elements in food and foodware monitoring program and through its Tofal Diet
Study.

http://www.fda.gov/newsevents/publichealthfocus/ucm247403.htm
Page Last Updated: 07/07/2015
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« the Japanese government's food sample testing program &l

« the import sample testing programs of nations geographically close to Japan that import significant amounts of
food from Japan

« Fukushima Dai-ichi incident related activities of international organizations such as the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA).

FDA continues to pay close attention to the situation at the Fukushima Dai-ichi facility and to use data, and
information from the variety of sources described above, including the results of its own testing and surveillance
efforts to ensure that any FDA-regulated food with harmful levels of radiation as a result of the Fukushima incident
is kept out of the U.S. market.

http://www.fda.gov/newsevents/publichealthfocus/ucm247403.htm
Page Last Updated: 07/07/2015
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(Note: This import alert represents the Agency's current guidance to FDA field personnel regarding the

manufacturer(s) and/or products(s) at issue. It does not create or confer any rights for or on any person, and does not ° 2020 fE 5 ﬁ HHIJ I}’,% E ZK ﬁ ? ﬁ‘% E% 95

operate to bind FDA or the public). e
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Detention Without Physical Examination of Products from Japan Due to Radionuclide Contamination ° 2021£E3ﬁ HHIJ I}% E ZKE??%:\ l'j
fit
llli

NOTE: Revisions to this Import Alert dated May 20, 2021 updates reason for alert section and adds one product in ¢ 2021ﬂ£ Sﬁ ¥ﬁ iE E $¥E %g?,“‘

the Guidance section. FUKUSHIMA PREFECTURE: Add 'Black Rockfish'. Changes are noted and bracketed by E'Z m
asterisks (***). o
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