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Case Study on Administrative Investigation of Heavy
Metal Contamination Source in Baby Foods

JIA-CHI CHANG, CHI-WEI WANG, LI-YA WU, HSU-YANG LIN
AND WEI-CHIH CHENG

Northern Center for Regional Administration, TFDA, MOHW

ABSTRACT

Baby foods are of high concern to consumers and must comply with the “Sanitation Standard
for Contaminants and Toxins in Food”. When violation occurs in a final product, it can be complicated
to trace the source of contamination, especially when diverse ingredients are involved. In such cases,
competent authorities must proactively make the most of administrative investigation to identify the
causes of non-compliance. Information gathered from tracing back food manufacturing process and raw
material origins can serve for source management and potential risk control. In this study, baby food
containing aquatic product ingredients was used as an example, through joint investigation by central
and local competent authorities, it was found that raw material which complied with cadmium standard
didn’t necessarily lead to compliant final product. Based on this finding, baby food manufacturers should
strenthen raw material quality control and avoid using high-risk ingredients to ensure final products

meeting food safety and hygiene regulations.

Key words: baby food, heavy metal, administrative investigation, aquatic product





