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Survey on Whitening Ingredients in Cosmetic
Products in Taiwan Market

CHIA-HUI LU, SHOU-CHIEH HUANG, SU-HSIANG TSENG
AND DER-YUAN WANG

Division of Research & Analysis, TFDA

ABSTRACT

In order to investigate the quality of marketed whitening cosmetics, 60 samples (42 domestic
products and 18 imported products) were randomly collected from online shops, cosmetics stores, drug
stores, super markets, salon supply shops and pharmacies by the supports of local health bureaus and
by Taiwan Food and Drug Administration (TFDA) between March and August in 2017. These samples
were analyzed for Arbutin, Ascorbyl tetraisopalmitate, Ascorbyl glucoside, Sodium ascorbyl phosphate,
Magnesium ascorbyl phosphate, Tranexamic acid, 3-O-Ethyl ascorbic acid, Potassium methoxysalicylate
and Ellagic acid contents by high performance liquid chromatograph (HPLC) according to the official
method for whitening ingredients in cosmetic announced by TFDA. The results showed that 8 samples
(13.3%) violated the cosmetic regulation for whitening ingredient set by Ministry of Health and Welfare
(MOHW). In the package inspection, one sample (1.7%) violated the labeling requirements.

Key words: whitening ingredients, cosmetic, HPLC



