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Annual Survey on the Quality of Cosmetics for
Children in Taiwan, 2017

SHIAU-YU FU, SHENG-WEI WANG, SHU-CHING CHENG,
SHOU-CHIEH HUANG, SU-HSIANG TSENG AND DER-YUAN WANG

Division of Research and Analysis, TFDA

ABSTRACT

In order to understand the quality compliance of commercial cosmetics for children, the Division
of Research and Analysis of Food and Drug Administration sampled children’s cosmetics in 2017.
Sixteen shower gels, 16 shampoos, 19 nail polishes, and 10 cosmetics sets (inclusive of 83 cosmetics)
were randomly collected. Among them, 19 were made in Taiwan, 36 were imported, while 79 were not
labeled with origin. The detections of preservatives, microorganisms, formaldehyde, methyl alcohol,
benzene, toluene, phthalate ester plasticizers, heavy metals, and banned dyes were performed according to
different categories of products. The test results showed, 2 shampoo and 2 shower gel samples were found
inconsistencies in the preservatives while validating labeling in the ingredients column of their outer
packaging. One shower gel sample also detected exceeded formaldehyde. The surveillance results were

sent to administrative authorities for penalties.

Key words: cosmetics for children, preservatives, microorganisms, formaldehyde, methyl
alcohol, benzene, toluene, phthalates, heavy metals, banned dyes



