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Introduction to International Regulations for Remote
Audit and Inspection of CODEX

TSUNG-HSI WU, HSU-YANG LIN AND FANG-MING LIU

Northern Center for Regional Administration, TFDA, MOHW

ABSTRACT

During the COVID-19 pandemic, some countries’ food safety authorities adopted remote audit
and inspection as an alternative to on-site audit and inspection. After the pandemic eased, countries have
resumed on-site audit and inspection, while remote audit and inspection continued to be adopted to assist
food safety management. In 2023, the Codex Alimentarius Commission of United Nations issued an new
international regulation for the use of remote audits and inspections to provide references for competent
authorities to incorporate remote audit and inspection into national food control systems. This regulation
illustrates five commonly used types of remote audit and inspection, specifies the principles of remote
audit and inspection, the roles and responsibilities of auditors and auditees, and the considerations of
planning and implementation. It also points out that with the continuous development of technology, the
potential for remote working is growing. Although there are challenges, it can provide a certain level of
supervision on food safety. When a on-site audit and inspection is not feasible, remote operations can still
ensure the continuity of supervision activities. Under the right conditions, remote audit and inspection can

increase the effectiveness and efficiency of official controls.

Key words: remote audit and remote inspection, physical audit and inspection, food safety
management, Codex Alimentarius Commission, food control system



