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Studies on the Identification of Artemisiae Scopariae
Herbal Medicine in Taiwan

TSAI-YU WEN, SI-MIN HSU, YA-TZE LIN, MEI-CHIH LIN,
SU-HSIANG TSENG AND DE-YUAN WANG

Division of Research and Analysis, TFDA

ABSTRACT

In Taiwan Herbal Pharmacopeia, the botanical origin of Artemisiae Scopariaec Herba is the dried
aerial part of Artemisia scoparia Waldst. et Kit. or A. capillaris Thunb. The drug collected in spring is
commonly called “Mian Yin Chen”, and that collected in autumn with flower buds is commonly called “Yin
Chen Hau”. According to many literatures, there are a number of alternatives and adulterants. Therefore,
this study investigated the commercial products of four kinds of wormwood including Yin Chen Hao
(AcF), Mian Yin Chen (AcS), Cing Hao (Aa) and Bei Yin Chen (Ov), and a total of 36 herbal samples.
Morphology, microscopy and thin layer chromatographic analysis were used to authenticate the botanical
origins. The results show each kind has unique characters which can be applied to the identification of raw
materials. The misuse rate on commercial Yin Chen Hao was 62.5% using these methods. This research
can be utilized as a reference for identification and quality control for the public health departments,

pharmaceutical companies and retail stores to ensure drug safety.

Key words: Artemisiae Scopariae Herba, Artemisia capillaris, A. scoparia, A. apiacea, Origanum
vulgare



