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Analysis of the Confusion and Misuse of Chinese
Herbs in Taiwan Market, 2016-2019

CHIA-YUN HSIEH', SHIH-SHAN HUANG', PEI-CHI HSU',
SI-MIN HSU',YA-TZE LIN', CHIA-FEN TSATI’, MEI-CHIH LIN',
SU-HSIANG TSENG' AND DER-YUAN WANG'

'Division of Research and Analysis, TFDA “Southern Center of Regional Administration, TFDA

ABSTRACT

The confusion and misuse of Traditional Chinese herbs may occur due to large variety of species,
similar outward appearances, different names and usage custom in different regions. In order to investigate
Chinese herbs’ quality, a total of 1,368 samples (102 species) were collected from Chinese medicinal
manufactory plants and drug stores in Taiwan by local health bureaus from 2016 to 2019. Analysis was
done on three aspects including misuse of herbs, presence of excessive impurities and others. The survey
found misuse in 12 species, while Drynariae Rhizoma, Acanthopanacis Cortex and Agastachis Herba
had higher misuse rate. In addition, three species were found excessive impurities including Bupleuri
Radix, Prunellae Spica and Cuscutae Semen, of which the proportions were above 75%. Furthermore, one
sample has insects and its package was broken which was different from the above two aspects thus listed
in the aspect of others. The results were replied to relevant authorities including local health bureaus, and
the Department of Chinese Medicine and Pharmacy for further processing to protect public health and
medication safety.

Key words: misused and confused Chinese herbs, market, quality



