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Survey on Pharmaceutical Adulterants in Chinese
Medicinal Preparations from 2018 to 2019

LI-YAO TSAI, HUI-CHUN LEE, PIN-HSIU CHEN, YU-CHI HUANG,
YOU-WEI YEN, YA-TZE LIN, CHIA-FEN TSAI, MEI-CHIH LIN,
SU-HSIANG TSENG AND DER-YUAN WANG

Division of Research and Analysis, TFDA

ABSTRACT

This report summarized the results of 219 samples of Chinese medicinal preparations (CMP)
analyzed for the presence of pharmaceutical adulterants from 2018 to 2019. In total, 40.2% (88/219) of
the samples were adulterated. Among them, 151 samples were from consumer service centers of local
health authorities and other governmental institutions, and the adulteration rate was 47.7% (72/151). A
lower rate of 23.5% (16/68) of the inspected samples from local health authorities were found adulterated.
Samples from lawful manufacturers and medical units such as hospitals, clinics and dealers of traditional
Chinese medicine showed 6.5% (4/62) adulteration rate. Samples from unlicensed retailers showed 53.5%
(84/157) adulteration rate. Sildenafil, was the most common adulterant found, followed by sibutramine
and phenolphthalein. The report would be forwarded to relevant administration authorities as references
for policy making.

Key words: adulteration of Chinese medicinal preparations with western chemical drug, kidney
nourishment, treatment for erectile dysfunction



