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Surveillance of Sulfur Dioxide in Chinese Herbs from
2017 to 2019

YI-HUA CHEN', JIA-LIN HSIEH', SHIH-SHAN HUANG', PEI-CHI HSU',
CHIA-YUN HSIEH', SI-MIN HSU', YA-TZE LIN', CHIA-FEN TSAT’,
MEI-CHIH LIN', SU-HSIANG TSENG' AND DER-YUAN WANG'

'Divison of Research and Analysis, TEDA “Southern Center for Regional Administration, TEDA

ABSTRACT

In order to ensure the quality and safety of Chinese herbs in the market, a total of 959 samples
belonging to 76 items of Chinese herbs were collected and analyzed for sulfur dioxide from 2017 to
2019. The results were evaluated according to the regulations promugated by the Department of Chinese
Medicine and Pharmacy, Ministry of Health and Welfare (MOHW). The analysis results showed 168 of
the 817 samples which have sulfur dioxide limit standards were detected of sulfur dioxide, of which 77
(9.4%) exceeding the limit standard. Furthermore, 48 of the 142 samples which have no limit standard
were detected of sulfur dioxide. The results were sent to relevant authorities including local health bureaus
and the Department of Chinese Medicine and Pharmacy, MOHW for further processing to protect public
health and medication safety.

Key words: Chinese herbs, sulfur dioxide



