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Assessment of Integrated Laboratory Testing System
in Local Health Bureaus

WEI-LING CHEN, WEI-FEN CHANG, YA-CHI CHIU, WEI-HSIN LO,
TSAI-LUEN LUE, LAN-HUI CHIH AND MING-SHIN LEE

Division of Quality Compliance and Management, TFDA

ABSTRACT

In order to enhance the testing capacity of the localized food testing, Taiwan Food and Drug
Administration (TFDA) has conducted subsidizing plans for laboratories of Department of Health in
local government since 2010. Those subsidies enabled the purchase of over 1,000 sets of instrument and
equipment, as well as the employment of more than 100 additionally testing technicians. Furthermore, to
facilitate the integration of testing resource and co-ordination between local government, the “Regional
Integrated Laboratory Testing System” has been constructed to inspect pesticide residue, radiation residue,
bacteria that cause food poisoning, and food adulteration on poultry and livestock products, which could
not be inspected in the past. The local government could self-test up to 90% items of the “Central-
Local Division of Food Hygiene Testing List” due to the increased and improved on testing resources.
In addition, to strengthen testing quality of local health laboratories, TFDA conducted the proficiency
tests for the laboratory of health bureaus, and promoted the qualified laboratory accreditation on specific
test items. Till 2019, a toal of 1,090 test items for laboratory accreditation were certified by TFDA in
22 health bureaus. Moreover, the testing efficiency was intensified because of the improved electronic
information on web interface via “Laboratory Information Management System.”

Key words: integrated laboratory testing system, laboratory accreditation, electronic testing
information



