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Assessment of Regional Integrated Laboratory
Testing System in Local Health Bureaus

WEI-LING CHEN, YING-OU YU, YA-CHI CHIU,TSAI-LUEN LUE,
CHIH-PING HUNG, SHU-FEN WANG AND MING-SHIN LEE

Division of Risk Management, TFDA

ABSTRACT

In order to enhance the testing capacity of local health laboratories, the "Regional Integrated
Laboratory Testing System" for local health bureaus has been initiated since 2006, and extended
nationwide in 2017. Taiwan Food and Drug Administration (TFDA) has conducted a subsidizing plan for
local health bureaus since 2010, and enabled to purchase 635 sets of instruments and equipments. The
capability of self-test items was improved up to 80% out of "Central-Local Division of Food Hygiene
Testing List." In addition, to strengthen testing quality of local health laboratories, TFDA conducted the
proficiency tests for the laboratory of health bureaus, and promoted the qualified laboratory accreditation
on specific test items. Till 2017, 763 test items for laboratory accreditation in 22 health bureaus were
certified by TFDA. The laboratory testing system helped to raise the efficiency of manpower, improve
the testing efficiency and integrate the facilities usage, while promoting the testing capacity, including the
pesticide residues detected from 10 - 40 items to 311 items, veterinary drug residues from 6 to 122, the
testing of the heavy metals, adulterants in Chinese medicine and foods, 3-monochloro-1,2-propanodiol,
etiologic agents of foodborne outbreak, and adulterants of animal-derived ingredients in foods which
could not be tested in the past.

Key words: integrated laboratory testing system, laboratory accreditation



