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Post-market Surveillance Study on Veterinary Drug
Residues in Poultry, Livestock and Aquatic Products
in 2018

HSTAO-PING FU, ZHU-JIA HUANG, YI-RONG LIN AND TZU-LING CHEN

Central Center for Regional Administration, TFDA

ABSTRACT

Poultry, livestock and aquatic products were the main protein sources of food for the people for
human. In order to ensure food safety, the health authorities continuously conduct tests on the veterinary
drug residues in these products. In 2018, the sampling program of veterinary drugs consisted of two
parts, namely high risk items and general items. The high risk items were defined by the items with
higher failure rates according to the TFDA annual monitoring plan, and the items with a large proportion
of sales in the market in past years. For the high risk items, there were 21 categories consisted of 486
samples including 173 poultry products, 173 livestock products, and 140 aquatic products. All the
samples were analyzed by 17 testing methods covering a total of 142 veterinary drug items. The results
showed that for the high risk items, 7 poultry products and 4 aquatic products exceeded the maximum
residue limits (MRLs), and the rates of compliance were 96.0% and 97.1%, respectively. The overall rate
of compliance was 97.7%. For the general items, 3,094 samples including 1,049 poultry products, 1,317
livestock products, and 728 aquatic products were analyzed. Ten poultry products, 1 livestock products,
and 7 aquatic products exceeded the MRLs, and the rates of compliance were 99.0%, 99.9%, and 99.0%,
respectively. The overall rate of compliance was 99.4%. The local government authorities had been
notified of the substandard products, which were subsequently removed from the market and penalties

were imposed on the suppliers.

Key words: poultry products, livestock products, aquatic products, veterinary drug residues



