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Survey on the Quality of Massage essential oil in
Taiwan

SHIAU-YU FU, TE-TSUN PEN, SHU-CHING CHENG,
SHOU-CHIEH HUANG, YA-MIN KAO, SU-HSIANG TSENG
AND DER-YUAN WANG

Division of Research and Analysis, TFDA

ABSTRACT

In order to understand the quality compliance of commercial massage essential oils, the Food and

Drug Administration conducted a quality surveillance program for commercial massage essential oils

in 2018. Thirty massage essential oils were sampled. Among them, 12 were made in Taiwan while 18

were imported. The inspection items included formaldehyde, phthalates plasticizer and banned solvent.

The surveillance results showed that toluene was detected in 6 massage essential oils, both benzene and

toluene were detected in 1 massage essential oil, and DEHP was detected in 1 massage essential oil with

the concentration exceeding the regulatory limits. The rest of the samples met the relevant specifications.

The surveillance results were sent to related administrative authorities as references.

Key words: massage essential oil, formaldehyde, phthalates plasticizer, banned solvent



