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Investigating Blood Establishments in Taiwan, 2017

CHENG-YU LIN, YI-LEE WANG, SHU-CHING FU, YING-HUA CHENG,
SHU-FEN WANG AND MING-SHIN LEE

Division of Risk Management, TFDA

ABSTRACT

For the purpose of preventing the transmission of blood borne diseases and ensuring the safety
of blood transfusions, “The Plasma Derivatives Act” was enacted in Taiwan. This act was modeled in
accordance to the resolutions made from the 28" World Health Assembly: to promote voluntary non-
remunerated blood donations, to provide a safe blood supply, and to achieve self-sufficiency in blood
and its products. Under the act, the Taiwan Food and Drug Administration (TFDA) oversees the safety
and quality of blood supply. Blood establishments involved in handling blood and its components for
transfusions are subject to inspection per national and international standards and regulations. In 2017,
blood establishments were inspected for quality by a committee composed of experts and professionals
in the blood management field. During inspections, no critical violations were found. However, in certain
cases, several issues for improvement were noted: particularly in the areas of human factors (20%),
facility equipment (16%), blood donor selection (13%), and preparations(13%). To ensure blood quality
and safety in Taiwan, TFDA is committed to safeguarding the nation’s health by conducting routine

inspections of blood establishments.

Key words: inspection of blood establishments, blood safety, blood/blood products



