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FORMALDEHYDE CONTENT IN
SQUIDS AND THEIR PRODUCTS

SHU-CHI LEE, LIEN-HSI CHEN, YUARN-SHENG CHANG

AND SHIN-SHOU CHOU

ABSTRACT

To determine the content of formaldehyde
in squids and their products, the acetylacetone
method was used to test 41 samples collected
from major squid fishing ports and processing
mills, including 10 samples of fresh squids, 13
samples of semi-finished shredded squid, 11
samples of shredded squid, 7 samples of dried
squids. Six -samples of additives for shredded
squids were also inspected.

The results revealed that formaldehyde was
detected in shredded squid semi-products and

products by 70% and 91%, respectively, and
none in fresh squids, dried squids and additives
samples.

A modified method was used to repeat
the testing of 5 fresh samples. The detectable
level of formaldehyde was under lppm when
the modified method was used, whereas under
the original method the detectable level was
10 ppm. The formaldehyde content of these
samples, ranging from 0.42 to 2.42 ppm implies
that formaldehyde may exist in squids naturally.
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