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THE APPLICATION OF PAPER CHROMATOGRAPHY TO
IDENTIFY SAFFLOR YELLOW AND CARTHAMIN WHICH
EXIST IN SAFFLOWER CRUDE PLANTS AND
DRUG PREPARATIONS

YI-CHU LIU, WAN-SU CHEN AND TAIN-SYH OU

ABSTRACT

There are two pigments - Safflor yellow and
exist in SAFFLOWERS, the two

colors can be identified easily by the method

Carthamin -

recorded in J.P.X, the experiment papers have
light yellow color on upper (Safflor yellow)
and light red color on lower (carthamin), but it
is very difficult to identify the two pigments

in Chinese drug preparations with this method.

T'he aim of our study is to find a easy, useful
and accurate method to identify the two colors
in crude plants and Chinese drug preparations too.
Finally we find the Paper Chromatography and
Thin Layer Chromatography with choiced solvent
are very good to identify Carthamin and Safflor

yellow in Chinese drug preparations.
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