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INVESTIGATION ON LEAD- AND MERCURY CONTENT IN
MARKETED BABY SEDATIVE CHINESE HERB
DRUGS IN TAIWAN

PO-CHOW HSIEH, JAU-JAU WANG, YI-CHU LIU, FANG-SUI LIU
AND CHIEN-YI CHENG

ABSTRACT

In order to understand the lead and mercury
content in Baby sedative Chinese herb drugs,
179 preparations and 52 herbs of Chinese drugs
were analyzed.

Samples were prepared by Ash determination
in lead and sulfuric acid-nitirc acid digestion in
mercury, then determined by AAS.

Three of 179 preparations were found con-
taining more than 100 ppm of lead, and the high-

-est one was 3,637 ppm. Among 179 samples,

there were 48 come from some pharmaceutical
factories, but they were all in negligible level of
mercury.

Some mineral drugs of herbs, such as Longgu

~and Cinnabaris, which contained higher level of

lead than others. Inspite of Cinnabaris, almost

herbs contained less than 1 ppm of mercury.

Key words: Lead, Mercury, Herb, Baby sedative Chinese herb drugs, AAS, Ash determination, Sul-
furic acid - nitric acid digestion, Mineral drugs, Longgu, Cinnabaris.
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