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THE INVESTIGATION OF HEAVEY METALS
(CADMIUM and MERCURY) IN RICE

RU-CHIA SHIH, FU-LIN YANG, WEN-BAO LEU, KO-HUI WU,
CHIEU-CHEN CHENG, YU-YUN TSAIL A-YANG LIN AND SHIN-SHOU CHOU

Division of Food Chemistry

ABSTRACT

In order to understand the content of heavy metals (cadmium and mercury) in rice in Taiwan,
the Department of Health collected samples offered by the rice mills from July 1998 to June 1999.
Ninety-one rice samples, including first and second crop rice, were examined. The results showed
that the total average content of cadmium of rice was 0.04 ppm (N.D. ~ 0.10 ppm), and mercury was
0.003 ppm (N.D. ~ 0.009ppm). The average content of cadmium of 47 second crop rice samples
was 0.04ppm (0.01 ~ 0.10 ppm), and mercury was 0.003ppm (0.001 ~ 0.006 ppm). In this
investigation, the safety and sanitation for all rice indicated to be under good control. The contents

of cadmium and mercury in rice were all below the regulatory limits in Taiwan area.

Key Words : rice, heavy metal, cadmium, mercury
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