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Results of Proficiency Testing in 2013:
Heavy Metals in Rice

ERH-YUN CHIANG', WAN-CHEN LEE', JUAN,TZU-HSUAN?,
CHEN,HWI-CHANG®, SU,HSIU-CHIN’, HSU CHIN-FENG”,
MING-SHIN LEE' AND HWEI-FANG CHENG'

'Division of Risk Management, FDA *Central Center for Regional Administration, FDA

ABSTRACT

A proficiency test was held in 2013 in order to understand the analytical competence of laboratories
in testing for heavy metals in rice. A total of 21 laboratories participated in the test. The analytical
results were analyzed using Robust-Z and Recovery. The better of the two results was used. Among the
laboratories evaluated, 11, 3 and 7 laboratories were graded as satisfactory, acceptable and unsatisfactory,
respectively. One accredited laboratory receiving the acceptable assessment was asked to improve their
performance on their own, the other 4 accredited laboratories were graded as satisfactory. The proficiency
test revealed that most laboratories competent in testing for heavy metals in rice. It also provided the
opportunity for laboratories to assess their performance in relation to other laboratories and make

necessary improvements to their quality system.

Key words: proficiency testing, rice, heavy metals



