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Survey on the Quality of Marketed Cosmetics
Containing Ingredients of Essential Oils in Taiwan

TE-TSUN PAN, CHIUNG-WEN CHANG, SHOU-CHIEH HUANG,
YU-PEN CHEN, LIH-CHING CHIUEH AND DANIEL YANG-CHIH SHIH

Division of Research and Analysis, FDA

ABSTRACT

In order to investigate the quality of marketed cosmetics containing essential oils, 33 samples were
randomly collected from cosmetics stores, drug stores and pharmacies by local health bureaus in Taiwan
from January to December, 2013. These samples were analyzed for methanol, benzene, dichloromethane
and the seven phthalate esters, including BBP, DBP, DEHP, DIPP, DMEP, DnOP and DnPP, by gas
chromatography-mass spectrometry. The results showed that phthalate esters were detected in 2 samples;
the contents were higher than the 100 ppm limit announced by the Department of Health. Benzene was
detected in 1 sample.

Key words: cosmetic, solvent, phthalates



