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Investigating Fluorescence in Cotton, Qauze, and
Medical Cotton Swab in Taiwan : A Report

KUAN LAO, YOU-NING HSU, SHOU-CHIEH HUANG, YU-PEN CHEN,
LIH-CHING CHIUEH AND DANIEL YANG-CHIH SHIH

Division of Research and Analysis, FDA

ABSTRACT

In order to ascertain whether marketed cotton, qauze, and medical cotton swab were adulterated
with fluorescent brightener, 25 samples were collected from medical device licencse agents by local
health aurthorities in Taiwan during February to April in 2013.We followed the official method announced
by Department of Health, Executive Yuan, R.O.C (Taiwan) and EN 14079” Non-active medical devices -
Performance requirements and test methods for absorbent cotton gauze and absorbent cotton and viscose
gauze” to test fluorescence . The results showed that all samples didn’t show for fluorescence. However, 2
samples label name and license name did not adhere to regulations.
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