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Survey of Heavy Metals in Imported Seafood in
Taiwan

RU-CHIA SHIH, CHIUNG-WEN WANG, MING-KUN HUANG,
MING-MEI WU, JYH-QUAN PAN AND RUENN-LAN FENG

Northern Center for Regional Administration, FDA

ABSTRACT

In order to monitor heavy metal contents in imported seafood, 150 samples including crabs and
shellfishes were purchased from various markets, and analyzed following the official methods, “Method
of Test for Heavy Metals in Aquatic Animal- Test of Lead and Cadmium” and “Method of Test for
Methyl-Mercury in Foods ”, announced by the Ministry of Health and Welfare, Executive Yuan. The
results showed that the average contents of cadmium, lead and methyl-mercury were 0.201 mg/g (N.D.-
2.840 mg/g), 0.018 mg/g(N.D.-0.229 mg/g) and 0.005 mg/g (N.D.-0.149 mg/g), respectively. One
hundred and forty nine of the 150 seafood samples(99.3%) complied with the maximum residue limits
(MRL) set by the MOHW. One crab sample that violated the regulation (Cadmium:2.84 mg/g), and the
local government has enforced the penalty based on the Food Sanitation Management Act.

Key words: seafood, cadmium, lead, methyl-mercury



