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Hygienic Safety Monitoring and Risk Materials
Research of Marketed Plastic Food Utensils,
Containers and Packaging during 2014

ZE-ZHONG XU', HSIAO-WAN WEN', HUI-CHUAN CHANG?,
KUAN-YU LIN®, LAN-CHI LIN’°, WEI-CHIH CHEN’, SHAO-WEI FANG’,
FU-CHIN HSUEH’, CHIH-KUAN PAN’ AND HUI-MIN HSU'

'Plastics Industry Development Center (PIDC), “Division of food safety, TFDA

ABSTRACT

In order to enhance domestic food hygiene and safety, plastic food utensils, containers and
packaging were sampled from brick-and-mortar, or from manufacturers in this study. Material types of
the samples were identified, labels inspected, and samples were tested according to sanitation standards in
accordance with test methods promulgated by Ministry of Health and Welfare. Risk or public concerned
substances were also investigated, background migration of samples were tested by domestic and foreign
test methods then results analyzed. In a total of 102 samples of different materials, the material types
were consistent with the labels. There were 68 samples with labels in compliance with promulgation,
13 samples not in compliance with promulgation, and 21 samples contained labelling not regulated by
Act Governing Food Safety and Sanitation. For 9 samples, the labeled heat resistant temperatures were
inconsistent with the test results. There were 3 samples failing to meet the sanitation standards. The
samples failed to meet the regulations will be investigated and dealt with by the local Health Bureaus. The
material type and migration test results of plasticizer were in compliance with regulation requirements. In
the risk substance test, risk substances were assigned according to evaluation. Background values of 8 risk
substances in 80 samples were below the limits of domestic or foreign standards. Based on the results,
consumers are advised to avoid using plastic utensils, containers or packaging products or products with
incomplete labels. Advocacy to industry on regulation conformation shall be reinforced. Risk substances

not regulated should also be of concern to protect health of people and consumer interests.

Key words: food utensils, containers and packaging, phthalates, material test, migration test, risk
or public concerned substances





