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Food Safety Legislative Framework 

Biosecurity Act 1993 

Importing 
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SPS Obligations – control, inspection and 

approval procedures 

• New Zealand follows SPS 

requirements, for example, that 

procedures taken at the border should 

not be less favourable for imported 

products that they are for domestic 

goods, and should be no more than 

what is necessary to ensure 

compliance 

• Equivalence 
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Illustrate controls through examples 

• Imported Beef meat 

• Imported milk powder 

• Importing Fish species susceptible to 

production of histamine 

• Imported Mangoes 
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Importing Beef Meat 

Tariff  Goods Agency Code 

Chapter 2 Meat and edible meat offals MPI 

02.01. Meat and edible offal - bovine meat, fresh 

or chilled 

FSA 

02.02. Meat and edible offal - bovine meat, 

frozen 

FSA 

0206.10.00 Meat and edible offal - edible offal of 

bovine animals, fresh or chilled 

FSA 

0206.21.00 Meat and edible offal - tongues FSA 

0206.22.00 Meat and edible offal - livers FSA 

0206.29.00 Meat and edible offal - other FSA 

0208.40.00.10A Meat of whales, dolphins, porpoises, seals 

etc 

DOC 

0210.20.00 Meat and edible offal - salted dried etc 

meat of bovine animals 

FSA 

0210.92.00.10L Whale meat  DOC 

0210.92.00.29A Meat of dolphins, porpoises, seals etc DOC 

0210.99.30 Other, including edible flours and meals of 

meat or meat offal 

FSA/BEF 
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Imported Beef – Food Act – Imported Food 

Requirement (IFR) /Prescribed Food 

• How does MPI know that a prescribed 

food has arrived at the border? 

- MPI gets alerted by NZ Customs 

- Importer is re-directed to MPI and has to 

submit an application for a ‘release permit’ 

- Two types of permit that MPI can issue, 

depending on the commodity: single use, 

and multiple release 
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Imported Beef – Food Act - IFR 



 www.mpi.govt.nz • 8 

Imported Beef – Food Act - IFR 

 Consignments captured under these requirements may be 

cleared by pre-clearance arrangement ONLY. 

• Such arrangements confirm that products are produced 

under a programme(s) that manages the hazards 

• associated with BSE and meets, or is equivalent to, New 

Zealand‟s requirements for BSE-related measures. 

• All conditions of the pre-clearance arrangement must be 

met before a product may be cleared for entry. 

http://www.foodsafety.govt.nz/elibrary/industry/Imported_Fo

od_Requirements_Bovine-Sets_Clearance.pdf 
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Imported Beef – Food Act - IFR 
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Imported Beef - Biosecurity Act – Import 

Health Standard (IHS) 
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Imported Beef - Biosecurity Act – Import 

Health Standard (IHS) 
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Imported Beef - Biosecurity Act – Import 

Health Standard (IHS) 
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Imported Beef - Biosecurity Act – Import 

Health Standard (IHS) 
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Imported beef. Customs clearance won’t be 

given until evidence of requirements for food 

safety and biosecurity are met.  

• Once Biosecurity Act requirements are met the 

importer is given a BACC – Biosecurity Authority 

Clearance Certificate.  This certificate has a 

unique number that the importer has to provide 

to customs 

• Once Imported Food Requirements under the 

Food Act are met a permit number is given 

• Both a Food Act and Biosecurity Act numbers 

are required for the final customs clearance 
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Importing dairy 

Tariff Goods  Agency 

Chapter 4 Dairy produce; birds eggs; natural 

honey; edible products of animal origin, 

not elsewhere specified or included 

MPI 

0404.90.11.02L Aerosol sprays  EPA 

0406.10.00 Fresh (unripened or uncured) cheese, 

including whey cheese and curd -other 

than Australia 

FSA 

0406.40.00.00L Blue veined cheese - other than 

Australia 

FSA 

0406.90.00.01G Cheese in tins - other than Australia FSA 
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Importing dairy– Food Act   
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Importing milk powder – Biosecurity Act 

•  Import Health Standard for the 

Importation in to New Zealand of Dairy 

Products and Products Containing 

Dairy Ingredients from Specified 

Countries 

– General Information 

– Importation procedure 

– Clearance procedure 

– Zoosanitary Certification 
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Importing milk powder- Biosecurity Act 
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Imported milk powder (heat treated) 

Customs clearance won’t be given until 

evidence of requirements Biosecurity Act 

are met.  
• Once biosecurity requirements are met the 

importer is given a BACC – Biosecurity 

Authority Clearance Certificate.  This 

certificate has a unique number that the 

importer has to provide to customs 

• No additional clearances under the Food 

Act are required 
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Importing fish– Food Act 

• Fish are covered by an Imported Food 

Requirement, for histamine 

Three clearance options; 

1. Acceptance of recognised assurances 

2. Clearance sampling and testing on arrival 

in New Zealand 

3. Multiple release permit 
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Clearance sampling and testing 

• Based on compliance history by importer 

• “switching rule” 

• 100% sampling for 5 consecutive 

compliant imports 

• 20% (1 in 5) sampling for 5 consecutive 

imports 

• 10% (1 in 10) 

• Sampling frequency ‘on average’ - varied 

sampling frequency  
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Clearance sampling and testing 

• Non compliance – return to 100% 

• Non compliance includes failed test result, 

importer refusal to test, failed inspection 
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sampling 

• Full inventory provided  

• Sampling undertaken by Food Act Officer 

• Testing by lot 

 

 

 

 

Number of lot codes per consignment  Number of lots to sample 

1 1 

2-8 2 

9-15 3 

16-25 5 

>26 8 
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Sampling 

 

• Histamine 5 samples per lot 

• Each sample minimum 100g 

• MPI approved laboratory, IANZ approved 

• Results directly to Food Act Officer 
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Importing fish– Food Act 

• Fish are covered by an Imported Food 

Requirement, for histamine 

Three clearance options; 

1. Acceptance of recognised assurances 

2. Clearance sampling and testing on arrival 

in New Zealand 

3. Multiple release permit 
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Fish Multiple Release Permit 

• Audited by MPI on a yearly basis 
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Imports of Mango from Taiwan – Biosecurity 

Act 

• Post harvest treatment for fruit flies of 

concerns – vapour heat treated 

• Phytosanitary certifications 

• Subject to verification inspection – 

depends on size of consignment 
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Imports of Mango from Taiwan – Food Act 

• Food Act applies 

• Mango’s are not a prescribed food and  

there are no additional import 

requirements imposed 
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Additional controls 

• MPI will do surveys to check compliance 

with certain pathways.   

 

• MPI Systems Audit Team audit an entire 

pathway 
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xiè xie nǐ 

For more information on our Imported 

Food Programme: 
http://www.foodsafety.govt.nz/industry/importing/ 

http://www.foodsafety.govt.nz/industry/importing/

