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Studies on Adulteration and Misusage of Daji
and Xiaoji in Market

YA-HUI HSU, LING LAI, CHI-FANG LO, KUO-CHING WEN
AND HSIEN-CHANG CHANG

Division of Pharmacognosy

ABSTRACT

The origin of Daji is the root of Cirsium japonicum DC. And the origin of Xiaoji is the herb of
Cirsium segetum Bunge. In this study, we purchased twenty-seven samples of Daji and Xiaoji from
twenty-five Chinese herbal stores in Taipei area to identify the origins by morphology and microscopy
methods, and to compare with the authentic materials.

The result showed that, among the twenty-seven samples of Daji and Xiaoji, 14 samples were
identified and confirmed as Cirsium japonicum DC.( K#i ),11 samples were Cirsium albescens
Kitam (¥ ), and 2 were Cirsium lineare (Thunb.) Sch-Bip. (##ZEH(). None of the samples
was a genuine Cirsium segetum Bunge. One of the herbal stores sold the samples of Cirsium
Jjaponicum DC. under the name of either Daji or Xiaoji in the market. The adulteration and misusage

between Daji and Xiaoji are serious in the present market.

Key word : Daji, Xiaoji, Misusage, Cirsium spp.
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