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Survey on Chemical Drug Adulteration in Chinese
Medicinal Preparations during the Fiscal Year 2014/15

LI-YAO TSAI, HUI-CHUN LEE, PIN-HSIU CHEN, YU-CHI HUANG,
YUN-TSZ LIAO, CHIA-FEN TSALYU-PEN CHEN,
HSIU-KUAN CHOU AND HWEI-FANG CHENG

Division of Research and Analysis, TFDA

ABSTRACT

To investigate the chemical drug adulteration in Chinese medicinal preparations (CMP), 1095
samples were collected between 2014 and 2015. The statistic results showed that 26.4% (289/1095)
samples were adulterated. Samples submitted by the consumer service centers of local health authorities
and judicial organizations showed 48.1% (212/441) adulteration rate. Samples submitted by local
health bureaus confiscated from local markets showed 11.8% (77/654) adulteration rate. The data also
processed by the legality of drug selling place. Samples from legal manufacturers and medical units
such as hospitals, clinics and dealers of traditional Chinese medicine showed 6.8% (39/572) adulteration
rate. Samples from unlicensed retailers such as Chinese kung-fu institutes, herbal stores, personals and
others showed 47.8% (250/523) adulteration rate. Sildenafil, an erectile dysfunction treatment, was the
top adulterant found in this study, followed by acetaminophen and caffeine. The report has provided to

related administration authorities for to reference of policy making.

Key words: Chinese medicinal preparations, synthetic chemical drug adulteration, erectile
dysfunction





