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Incidence of Foodborne Disease Outbreaks in Taiwan
during 2012

TSU-YUAN CHI, FANG-YU CHANG, CHING-MEI CHEN
AND WEI-CHIH CHENG

Division of Food Safety, FDA

ABSTRACT

In 2012, a total of 527 foodborne disease outbreaks were reported in Taiwan, involving 5,701 cases and
no known death. On average, there were 11 cases per outbreak. Most occurrence happened in October (63
outbreaks) and most cases in November (1,113 cases). 152 outbreaks were confirmed with etiologic agent, and
the main etiology included Norovirus (37 outbreaks, 1,043 cases), Staphylococcus aureus (33 outbreaks, 580
cases), Vibrio parahaemolyticus (32 outbreaks, 210 cases), and Bacillus cereus (23 outbreaks, 722 cases). In
addition, natural toxins, i.e. plant toxins, caused 4 outbreaks (1 by Alocasia odora, 1 by Dioscorea hispida, 1
by Senecio vulgaris and 1 by Datura metel), tetrodotoxin caused 1 outbreak and histamine caused 6 outbreaks.
Chemical material caused 2 outbreaks (1 by insecticide and 1 by nitrite). The locations for the foodborne disease
outbreaks were mainly restaurant (56.4%), school (16.9%) and home (10.8%). 104 outbreaks were confirmed
with food vehicles, and the main vehicles included compound cooking food (48 outbreaks, 1,158 cases), seafood
(18 outbreaks, 598 cases) and meal box (17 outbreaks, 973 cases).

Key words: foodborne outbreaks, norovirus, Staphylococcus aureus, Vibrio parahaemolyticus,
tetrodotoxin



