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Investigation on the Heavy Metal Content in
Canned Fish Products and Effectiveness of Factory
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SHU-HUI WANG, YUN-RU LU AND FANG-MING LIU
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ABSTRACT

In order to understand the safety and hygiene of domestic canned fish products, the contents of lead
and tin in 59 products from 16 manufacturers were analyzed according to the published official methods.
The results showed that the contents of lead and tin in the samples did not exceed the permissible amounts
of 1.5 ppm and 250 ppm, respectively. In factory management, six key areas were inspected according to
the Good Hygiene Practices (GHP) for food. These include the management of facility and equipment,
process, environmental hygiene, staff hygiene, storage and transport, and documentation. Documentation
management had the most non-compliances (52.5%), followed by facility and equipment management
(20%). The major non-compliances included the absence of heat penetration test report (12.5%), poor
food additives management (12.5%) and unclean walls and columns (12.5%). This Investigation hopes to
enhance the self-management of food manufacturers in terms of hygiene. They should take responsibility

for their products to ensure food safety for consumers.

Key words: canned fish products, heavy metal, regulations on good hygiene practice for food





