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ABSTRACT

A proficiency test was held in 2014 in order to understand the analytical competency of laboratories
in testing for Chinese herbal medicine adulteration. A total of 11 laboratories participated in the test,
including 5 and 6 laboratories from local health bureaus and private sectors, respectively. The analytical
results were obtained using qualitative analysis. The sample of Chinese herbal medicine powder was
spiked with Carbetapentane, Furosemide, Metformin and Vardenafil, and was shown to be consistent
and effective in terms of homogeneity and stability. Among the laboratories evaluated, the satisfactory
percentages were 90.9, 100.0, 90.9 and 100% for Carbetapentane, Furosemide, Metformin and Vardenafil,
respectively. 9 and 2 laboratories were graded as satisfactory and unsatisfactory, respectively. Laboratories
graded as ‘unsatisfactory’ were all unaccredited laboratories. Laboratories with accredited items were all
found to be satisfactory in this proficiency testing. This test also provided the opportunity for laboratories
to assess their performance in relation to other laboratories and make necessary improvements to their

quality system.

Key words: proficiency testing, Chinese herbal medicine, adulteration





