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Discussion of Regulations on Food Toys and Toy Foods
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ABSTRACT

“Food toys” or “toy foods” targeted at children can easily be found on the market. Yet while looking at
the existing administrative regulations in Taiwan, one can find that such goods have yet been clearly defined,
consequently resulting in queries regarding the applicable regulations and the authority responsible for the
administration of the aforementioned goods. When goods imported by distributors possess the dual attributes of
“toy” and “foodstuff”, business operators generally only declare one single attribute of the merchandise, resulting
in custom loopholes and uncertainties from food hygiene authorities and commodity inspections authorities.
However, it is clear that Taiwan’s food hygiene and safety, consumer interests, quality standards of goods and
the regulatory framework of the breakdown of labeling are consistent with the global trend. Due to the fact that
the standardized purpose or scope of the Act Governing Food Sanitation and the Consumer Protection Law, and
the Commodity Inspection Act or the Commodity Labeling Act are not in conflict, the products’ content and
purpose shall be further distinguished by applicable laws and regulations and the governing authorities. In other
words, for food hygiene and safety, the Department of Health shall act as the relevant authority according to the
Act Governing Food Sanitation; in regards to consumer interests, the industrial authority shall be the relevant
authority ; in relation to product quality standards and labeling, the Ministry of Economic Affairs shall be the
relevant authority in accordance with the Commodity Inspection Act and the Commodity Labeling Act. If the
goods have the dual attributes of “foodstuff” and “toy”, they shall fall under the jurisdiction of the authorities
governing the respective products. The Act Governing Food Sanitation and the Commodity Inspection Act and
other relevant regulations shall be used where applicable. In addition, administrative authorities shall be fully-
integrated, and offer mutual assistance to one another whenever necessary. The authorities for “foodstuff” and
“toy” may also request for support through methods of administrative assistance from the relevant authorities for

matters outside its jurisdiction in order to streamline administrative efficiency.

Key words: food toys, toy foods, Act Governing Food Sanitation, Consumer Protection Law, The
Commodity Inspection Act, border inspection, commodity code, import regulations,
administrative assistance



