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A Survey of Deoxynivalenol and Zearalenone in
Cereal Products

YING-CHUN CHEN, WEI-TING SU, CHIA-DING LIAO, HSU-YANG LIN,
LIH-CHING CHIUEH AND DANIEL YANG-CHIH SHIH

Division of Research and Analysis, FDA

ABSTRACT

Mycotoxins are known as carcinogenic, and harmful to the health of humans and animals, and even caused
huge economic loss. The regulations have not been set for the deoxynivalenol (DON) and zearalenone (ZON)
in Taiwan. In order to understand the contamination situation in food, a survey of DON and ZON contents in
market products was conducted by TFDA. Seventy products including 15 rice, 15 corn and 40 cereal products
were collected from convenient stores, supermarkets and grocery stores from March to April, 2011. The results
showed that DON was detected in three samples ranging from 148.12-2133.24 ppb, and ZON in two samples
ranging from 10.53-11.58 ppb. The result of this survey also showed that 1 popcorn sample was contaminated
with DON levels above the international limits.

Key words: cereals, deoxynivalenol, zearalenone



