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for O-phenylphenol, Biphenyl, Thiabendazole and
Imazalil in Disposable Chopsticks
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ABSTRACT

Compounds such as o-phenylphenol, biphenyl, thiabendazole and imazalil have disinfection and
anti-mildew functions. However, there are health concerns with the above compounds being used in
disposable chopsticks to prevent mold and thus extend shelf-life. In this study the analytical method used
for biphenyl and o-phenylphenol was the high performance liquid chromatography/fluorescence detector
(HPLC/FLD), while for thiabendazole and imazalil, the liquid chromatography/tandem mass spectrometer
(LC/MS/MS) with multiple reaction monitoring was applied. Chopsticks were sliced into pieces, added
with acetonitrile: methanol (1:1, v/v) solution and then extracted with a sonicator and a vortex mixer and
soaked overnight. The supernatant was filtered with a membrane filter and analyzed by HPLC/FLD and
LC/MS/MS individually. The levels of compounds were quantitated by standard curves for o-phenylphenol,
biphenyl and matrix-matched calibration curves for thiabendazole and imazalil. Recovery studies were
done with fortification at difference concentration of standards. The average recoveries ranged from 81 to
121%, with the coefficients of variation (CVs) ranging from 0.17 to 12.6%. The limits of quantification
have been estimated as 0.05 ppm for biphenyl and o-phenylphenol and 0.02 ppm for thiabendazole
and imazalil. Based on our established method, none of the above 4 compounds was detected in the
10 disposable chopstick samples collected from the market. This method has been published on TFDA

website, which provides reference for sanitary inspection and establishing the limit standard.

Key words: isposable chopsticks, o-phenylphenol, biphenyl, thiabendazole, imazalil, high
performance liquid chromatography, liquid chromatography/tandem mass
spectrometry



