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ABSTRACT

In this report, the results were presented for the survey of pharmaceutical adulterants in dietary
supplements that labeled with weight loss or treatment of erectile dysfunction (ED). From February to
September 2014, 109 samples were collected from cosmeceutical stores, drug stores, and agents by the
local health bureaus. Among these samples, 62 samples were labeled with weight loss and 47 samples
were labeled with the treatment of ED. The analytical results revealed that 2 samples (1.8%) were
adulterated and 3 samples with other ingredients not labeled on the container, with a total detection rate
of 4.6%. For the adulterated products, one labeled with treatment of ED was adulterated with Dithio-
desmethyl carbodenafil (Sildenafil analogue MW: 470), and one labeled with weight loss contained
sennoside A and B above the daily intake limit (12 mg). Besides, other ingredients detected included
synephrine in 2 weight loss samples and caffeine in 1 sample.

Key words: adulterant, dietary supplements, weight loss, erectile dysfunction





