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INVESTIGATION ON THE HEAVY METAL
AND HISTAMINE CONTENTS OF
CANNED FISHERY PRODUCTS

BAIR-WEN WU, SHYR-SONG CHEN, RUEY-JUH LIN,
BIH-CHIOU CHANG, A-YANG LIN AND SHIN-SHOU CHOU

DIVISION OF FOOD CHEMISTRY
ABSTRACT

In order to understand the hygenic
safety of canned fishery products, the
contents of lead, tin, mercury and his-
tamine in 200 samples, include imported
and domestic proucts, are analyzed acco-
rding to the published official methods.

The results show that the lead cont-
ent of 3 samples in 100 domestic products
are above the allowed amount of lead in
canned food, as 1.5 ppm. The lead content
of 7 samples in 100 imported products are
above 1.5 ppm.

The tin contents of 100 imported and
100 domestic products are notabove the
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allowed amount of tin in canned food, as
250 ppm. The mercury content of 100
imported and 100 domestic products are
fitted to the hygenic standard - the
mercury content in fish and shrimp should
not be above 0.5 ppm. As for the survey of
histamine content, the contents of his-
tamine in 100 domestic products are all
below 50ppm. The histamine contents of
96 samples in 200 contents of 3 imported
samples are between 51 and 100 ppm. The
content of histamine in one imported
sample is above 100 ppm.
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