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Quality Investigation of Lead, Cadmium and Arsenic
in Lipstick and Eye Cosmetics in Taiwan

WEI-SHENG HUANG*, CHYN-LIANG HUANG, MING-CHUAN HUANG
AND MEIR-CHYUN TZOU

Drug Chemistry Division

ABSTRACT

In order to understand the background contents of lead, cadmium and arsenic in lipstick and eye cosmetics
in Taiwan, 191 products were purchased from supermarkets, cosmetic stores, drug stores and a night market
stalls. Samples were analyzed by Laboratory of Pharmaceutical Industry Technology and Development Center.

The results indicated that 1 sample (0.5%) from Korea containing 5,218 ppm of lead failed to comply with
the maximum limits 20 ppm set by the Department of Health.

Key words: lead, cadmium and arsenic, lilpstick and eye cosmetics
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