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Studies on Adulteration and Misusage of Lycopi Herba in Ta-
iwan Market

HSIEN-CHANG CHANG, TSAI-YU WEN AND JER-HUEI LIN

Division of Pharmacognosy

ABSTRACT

Lycopi herba (Tse-lan) is recorded in Shen Nung Pen Tsao Ching as a medium-grade drug.
The origin of Lycopi herba belongs to Lycopus lucidus Turczaninow var. hirtus Regel or Lycopus
lucidus Turczaninow of the Labiatae family. In traditional Chinese medicine, Lycopi herba is used
in stimulating blood circulation and urination, dispersing swelling, and is also used in treating anemia,
irregular menses, blood clot, stagnant blood caused by trauma, abdominal pain and swelling. In order
to clarify the botanical origin of Lycopi herba in Taiwan market, we collected Eupatorium fortunei,
E. formosanum, E. chinense, E. tashiroi and E. shimadai as the authentic materials and identified
their characteristics by morphology, anatomy and thin layer chromatographic analysis.

The result showed that only one out of the total of fifty-four commercial samples was identified
as Lycopi Herba. The rest of the fifty-three samples were identified as Eupatorium sp. , in which
eigth samples were Eupatorium japonicum, and forty-five samples were L. [ucidus mixed with E.

Jjaponicum.

Keywords : Lycopus lucidus var. hirtus, Eupatorium fortunei, identified.
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