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Determination of Phosphates in Foods by High
Performance lon Chromatography

CHIA-FEN TSAI', CHING-HAO KUO', JYH-QUAN PAN* AND
DANIEL YANG-CHIH SHIH’

'Division of Research and Analysis * Northern Center for Regional Administration
*Center for Science and Technology

ABSTRACT

A method was developed to analyze the contents of 3 phosphates in foods by high performance ion
chromatography (HPIC) in this study. Phosphate, pyrophosphate and tripolyphosphate were extracted from foods
using D. I. water followed by protein denaturation with dichloromethane. The extracts were analyzed by HPIC
with suppressed conductivity detector. The IonPac AS 11 (4 mm) + IonPac AG 11 (4 mm) column was used for
the separation with 30 mM — 80 mM NaOH was used as mobile phase in HPIC. The recoveries of phosphates
(100 and 1000 ug/g) spiked in fish ball were as follows: phosphate 94.7 and 96.2%, pyrophosphate 83.6 and
104.2%, tripolyphosphate 85.5 and 95.5%. The coefficients of variation were as follows: phosphate 6.7 and 2.5%,
pyrophosphate 4.3 and 3.7%, tripolyphosphate 6.5 and 2.6%. The 3 phosphates were detected in 19 various fish
products with a concentration range of not detected -0.35 g/kg, all below the Scope and Application Standards of
Food Additives for phosphates (3 g/kg).

Key words: phosphate, pyrophosphate, tripolyphosphate, high performance ion chromatography



