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Survey on the Preservation and Application of Cord
Blood in Taiwan

HSIAO-TING CHIU, SZU-CHENG CHOU, TSE-WEN TAO,
YING-HUA CHEN AND MING-SHIN LEE

Division of Risk Management

ABSTRACT

In order to ensure safety and quality of human tissues and cells for transplantation, the Taiwan Food
and Drug Administration (TFDA) is responsible for issuing and maintenance the authorization of tissues/
cells banking establishments. A cord blood bank should be licenced and regulated by TFDA as well. In
addition, to protect the interests of those parents who preserve their baby's cord blood in a private bank,
a contract between parents and the private bank must be established and comply with the regulation
on" Mandatory and prohibition provisions of standard contract for umbilical cord blood preservation "
published by Ministry of Health and Welfare (MOHW). This study is aimed at analysis the status quo
of cord blood banking in Taiwan by conduct a questionnaire survey of 12 cord blood banks. The survey
results show that there is totally about 200,000 units of cord blood had been preserved. Among them, 79%
were banked by the parents with a private cord blood, only 21% were donated. The case of cord blood
banking of both donated and private preserved are decreasing year by year. In Taiwan, the cord blood is
mainly used to treat patients with cancers such as leukemia and lymphoma and other disorders of blood
and immune system, and 82% of cord blood used from the donation. The outcome of this survey also
shows that the use and matching successful rate would be increasing if the bank cooperates with other
national and international institutes or associate of data banking of donors for haematopoietic stem cells
source. The outcome of this survey provides the useful information for MOHW to further planning on
building up the National Cord Blood Inventory. TFDA is committed to ensure the safety and quality of

cord blood banking, to protect the consumer and promote the industrial upgrading.

Key words: umbilical cord blood, cord blood preservation, human tissue bank, human tissues
and cells



