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News Coverage Analysis of Taiwan Food and Drug
Administration in 2022

AN-CI HUANG, SHENG-HSIANG CHIU, SYU-CHI GUO,
SHIOW-SHIUN HORNG AND CHAO-KAI HSU

Division of Planning and Research Development, TFDA, MOHW

ABSTRACT

This study used the media monitoring system, INFOMINER", to analyze news coverage related
to Taiwan Food and Drug Administration (TFDA) from January 1st to December 31st, 2022. The study
found that the COVID-19 vaccine received the most news coverage and the longest coverage days, while
the announcement of suspension of Taiwanese food products import by the General Administration of
Customs China (GACC) had the highest average daily coverage. With the development of COVID-19
pandemic, rapid antigen test (RAT) kits, oral antiviral drugs, and vaccines for COVID-19 had the most
media coverage. The study also examined the relationship between the severity of the COVID-19
epidemic and the trend of public opinion on anti-epidemic supplies and medication using an univariate
linear regression module with Pearson Correlation Coefficient R. In the first wave at week17 to week28
of the pandemic, there was significant correlation between the number of confirmed cases and the number
of news coverage related to the COVID-19 vaccine (R=0.582, p=0.047); also, the number of deaths and
news about oral antiviral drugs (R=0.609, p=0.036). In the second wave (week36 to week48), there was
a significant correlation between the number of confirmed cases and news coverage about the RAT kit
(R=0.686, p=0.010), while the number of deaths was significantly correlated with news about the new
COVID-19 vaccine (R=0.769, p=0.002). Overall, this study provided information on the factors which
affect public opinion on food, medicine, and cosmetics, which policymakers can use to assess potential

risks and prepare for public crises.

Key words: media coverage analysis, anti-epidemic supplies, import of Taiwanese food products
suspended, food Imports from Fukushima, drug shortages



