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Introduction of the Food Safety and Sanitation
Managements on Meat Products of United Kingdom

SHIH-HAN, LIN', TSUNG-HSI WU’, TZU-TING LIAO', WEI-CHIH CHENG '
AND SHU-JEAN TSAI'

'Division of Food Safety, TFDA “Northern Center for Regional Administration, TFDA

ABSTRACT

The UK Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) and Food Standards
Agency (FSA) are the national competent authorities of food safety and sanitation managements on
meat products, which are responsible for the overall national management policies and regulation, as
well as cooperate and communicate with each other and national governments in the other three nations.
DEFRA and FSA assign the officials to nations or entrust the national governments via the Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) to conduct the national policies, regulations and measures. The competent
authorities supervise the food operators to comply with the slaughtered sanitary and food safety via
official veterinarians enter and be stationed in the factories, and also sampling and monitoring the residue
of the chemical, microorganism and environmental pollution in accordance with the national residue
monitoring program. UK participated in European Union (EU) in 1973. As the membership of EU,
the food safety and sanitation managements, and regulations of the animal-derived products in UK are
complied with the veterinary management system and regulations of EU, including the imported and
exported control, animal disease and exotic disease surveillance and control, animal identification and
movement, traceability, food safety and hygiene control including microorganism, chemical or radioactive
residue monitoring, animal by-product control, animal welfare and the imported and exported certificates,
etc. The official veterinarians in animal slaughterhouse and meat processing plants are hired, assigned,
directed and supervised by FSA, which is different from most of the EU countries that managed by the
department of agriculture. After Brexit on Jan 31, 2020, the UK continuously adopted to the EU food
safety and sanitary regulations, in order to maintain its existing food safety and sanitary managements
and the regulations system, on the other hand, to maintain the food trade relationship between the EU

members.

Key words: United Kingdom, European Union, food safety and sanitation management system,
food safety and sanitation management on meat products



