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Monitoring of Pesticide Residues in Agricultural
Products in Taiwan Markets in 2021
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ABSTRACT

A pesticide residues monitoring project in agricultural products was conducted by Taiwan Food
and Drug Administration (TFDA) to ensure food safety. Samples were collected from wholesale markets,
traditional markets, hypermarkets, supermarkets, foodservice companies and other sources. Pesticide
residues were tested via the multi-residue testing methods of pesticides announced by the Ministry of
Health and Welfare. In 2021, a total of 4,300 samples including 2,872 vegetables, 1,109 fruits, and 319
other samples were analyzed. The overall compliance rate of pesticides in all samples was 91.6%, in
which the individual compliance rates in vegetables, fruits, and other samples were 89.8%, 96.4% and
90.9%, respectively. Violative residues were found at the highest rate in traditional markets classified by
sampling location. In the categories of product types, peas and beans (81.3%), herbs and spices (83.1%),
and fruit vegetables (87.7%) commodity group was observed higher violation rate of pesticide residues.
Among the violate 362 samples, the top violation was due to “violating the scope of application of
pesticides or using unapproved pesticides”. TFDA will continually monitor the condition of pesticide
residues in agricultural products especially for high risk agricultural products, and provide relevant
information to authorities concerned. The condition of pesticide residues in agricultural products is

expected to be improved by cross-department cooperation.

Key words: agricultural products, pesticide residues, monitoring



