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Introduction of CODEX International Standard for
Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification

TSUNG-HSI WU, SHI-YANG LIN AND FANG-MING LIU

Northern Center for Regional Administration, TFDA

ABSTRACT

The Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC or CODEX) is an international organization, which
sets international standards for food safety and hygiene. For food import and export inspection and
certification systems, CAC has established a series of principles and guidelines, which specifying that
inspection and certification systems should follow risk assessment, non-discrimination, efficiency,
harmonization, equivalence and transparency principles, etc. CAC also has formulated relevant rules
on designing and implementing the systems including the evaluation of equivalences according to the
principles. CAC forms an internationally harmonized food safety inspection and certification system
model. This food control system is based on the recognition of equivalence of the importing country to
the exporting country, and the commitment of the exporting country to implement equivalent management.
In practice, through the inspection of the importing country and the certification of the exporting
country, both the importing and exporting countries can make sure that the exported products meet the
requirements of the importing country and the trade goes smoothly. The design and implementation of our

country’s current food import control system are basically in line with the CAC principles.

Key words: Codex Alimentarius Commission, food import and export, food safety and hygiene,
inspection, certification, harmonization, equivalence, systematic inspection.



