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The Definition and Labelling Requirements on Small
Packaged Food: A Global Overview

MING-RU CHEN', CHIA-LIN LEE’, WAN-CHEN LEE’,
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WEI-CHIH CHENG” AND SHU-JEAN TSAI’

'Department of Animal Science and Technology, NTU “Food Safety Division, TEDA
*Food Industry Research and Development Institute

ABSTRACT

Small packaged foods, due to their limited indicatable area, are difficult to place all items in
accordance with regulatory requirements and to be clearly identifiable. Therefore, this review paper
evaluated the food packaging regulations from CODEX Alimentarius, the United States, Canada, the
European Union, Australia, New Zealand, Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan. The definitions and labelling
exemptions of the small packaged foods were compared and discussed. The results found that definitions
and labelling requirements varied from country to country. Some countries defined small packaged foods
based on the total packing area, mostly less than 100 cm”. Certain countries defined small packaged foods
by their maximum indicatable area. CODEX and the European Union considered small packaged foods
as a maximum surface area of less than 10 cm’. South Korea and Taiwan ware defined as less than 20 cm’
and 30 cm’, respectively. On the other hand, Japan defined as a declarable area of less than 30 cm”. There
were also differences among countries for labelling items that can be exempted, but most are exempted
from labelling ingredient names, additives and nutrition facts. In summary, the definitions of the small
packaged foods in each country were different. Most countries require the product name, the net quantity
of contents, the name of the manufacture, country of origin and expiration date to ensure that consumers

were able to obtain sufficient product informations.

Key words: Small package food, Food labelling, Exemption



