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Analysis of Batch Release of Influenza vaccine in
Taiwan from 2011 to 2021
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Division of Research and Analysis, TFDA

ABSTRACT

Seasonal influenza is an acute respiratory infection caused by influenza viruses and occurred mainly
during winter. The influenza has caused about 4,500 deaths annually. Getting the influenza vaccine is the
best and most important way to prevent influenza. In this report, we analyzed the cases of lot release of
influenza vaccines from 2011 to 2021 in Taiwan, and presented the statistical results of document review.
Since 2016, doses purchased have increased from 3 million to 6 million as a result of CDC’s policy of
expanding targets for influenza vaccination and doubling the purchase quantity of influenza vaccines. In
2018, the number of influenza vaccine decreased because TFDA rejected 5 batches of influenza vaccine
with abnormal appearance. All of them were not allowed to release and needed to be returned or destroyed
within a specified period by the importer. In addition, the government offers free quadrivalent influenza
vaccine against four influenza virus strains (includes two A subtypes and two B types) from 2019. For
health of people and safety in using influenza vaccine, TFDA will be strictly adhered to same criteria in

the future.
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