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Survey on the Residues of Sulfite (SO, ) in Day Lily

Jiin-Fung Shyu, Jason Dalang Hong and Chun-Heng Liao
Eastern District Laboratory

ABSTRACT

From July 1997 to December 1997, a total of eighty samples of Day Lily were Obtained
from markets, supermarkets and producing farms located in Hualien and Taitung. The total
samples consisted of ten fresh samples and seventy dehydrated samples of Day Lily. Assay
followed the official method. This involves methods of testing for bleaching agents in food and
testing for sulfur dioxide.This method has been published by Executive Yuan of the Department
of Health.

The results concluded that sulfide residues of ten samples of fresh Day Lily and eleven
samples of dehydrated Day Lily, representing 15.7% of the total sample, corresponded with the
regulation limit. The remaining fifty-nine samples, representing 84.3% of the total sample,
detected illegal levels of residual sulfite (SO,) . This level ranged from 1.26g/kg to 20.32g/kg.
These results signify that present processing of Day Lily, which involves soaking Day Lily in

sulfite solution and sulfur smoking, must be evaluated.
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