
Federal Agency for the Safety of the Food Chain 

Implementation of import food 

management and border control 
in Belgium 

Jan Van Seghbroeck, DVM – Expert Import 

Directorate Control Policy – International Affairs 

International Symposium 

on Safety Management of 

Imported Foods 

Taipei, 20-21/06/2013 



Federal Agency for the Safety of the Food Chain 

Table of content 

 

• The Belgium Food Safety Agency 

• Imported Food management 

• Border control 

 

2 



Federal Agency for the Safety of the Food Chain 

Two-piece system 

– Multi annual inspection program 

– Yearly analysis program 

• All operators 

• Elaborate product range 

– Systematic controls : e.g. TSE,  

 meat inspection, animal welfare,  

 import control BIP 

– Other : following complaints, official reports on 

infringements, various information, export certification 
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The Belgium Food Safety Agency 

• Basic principles 

 

All products/sectors/EU & 3rd countries are 

in the scope (from farm to fork) 

Risc analysis is the basis 

Transparency and uniformity 
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The Belgium Food Safety Agency 

• Goal Control program 

 

Methodical approach of programming (uniform & 
transparent) 

Statistically robust (how sure are you of the 
results, what do the results mean?) 

Take into account the good and bad ‘parameters’ 
of the operator, sectors, products (nature and 
history) 
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The Belgium Food Safety Agency 

• Methodical approach: tools 
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• Method: 

• Expert call = the expert 
chooses 

– Danger  

– Population  

– Place  

• The number of analyses is 
expert independent by the 
method 

• Means: win episcope, Alfa 
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The Belgium Food Safety Agency 
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The Belgium Food Safety Agency  
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Program Plan 

=  triannual national             

objectives  

Control plan 

=  objectives / month and / 

province (sample frequency 

&scopes of inspections) 

PCU: 
missions executed 

FOODNET  
NETWORK 

 SYSTEM 

DG Control Policy 

DG Control  
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The Belgium Food Safety Agency  
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Control plan 

=  objectives / month and / 

province (sample frequency 

&scopes of inspections) 

PCU: 
missions executed 

FOODNET  
NETWORK 

 SYSTEM 

DG Control  

Control plan 

=  sample (frequency) plan for 

all border inspections 

Border 

inspection  
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The Belgium Food Safety Agency 
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Control plan 
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The Belgium Food Safety Agency 

Control plan 
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controleplan 
CPL 

LPC 

Matrix Soort Parameter Oorsprong Type 

Monstername 

Aantal 

Nombre 

% 

TF 

FT 

Opmerking DG Controle 

89730 Primeuraardappelen   

Ralstonia 

solanacearum; 

Clavibacter 

michiganensis 

sepedonicus 

  

Geraamd aantal 

met vast 

percentage 

* IEC 162 

Systematische bemonstering (1 

monster per partij) tijdens 

invoerseizoen (normaliter van 

januari tot en met juni). 

89731 Vruchten 

Citrus limon (Citroenen) of Poncirus 

of Citrus reticulata (Clementines) of 

Citrus reticulata (Mandarijnen) of 

Citrus sinensis (Sinaasappelen) of 

Citrus paradisi (Pompelmoezen) of 

Citrus reticulata (Tangerines) of 

Fortunella (Kumquat) of Citrus of 

Citrus aurantifolia (Limoen) 

Xanthomonas 

campestris (Citr. 

Path.); Guignardia 

citricarpa 

  

Geraamd aantal 

met vast 

percentage 

* IEC 161 

Bijzondere aandacht voor 

citrusfruit uit Brazilië. 

 

Bemonstering in geval van 

symptomen. 

89791 

Planten en 

vermeerderingsmaterial

en 

  
Planteninsecten 

invoer 
  

Geraamd aantal 

met vast 

percentage 

* IEC 155 

Bemonstering in geval van 

symptomen of verdenking of als 

er op basis van 

onderscheppingen beslist wordt 

dat de invoer van een bepaalde 

matrix-oorsprong combinatie 

een fytosanitair risico vormt 

waarvoor ook latente monsters 

genomen moeten worden. 

89931 Granen   
Claviceps purpurea 

(moederkoren) 
  Gewenst aantal 26 IEC 163 

Andere matrix-oorsprong 

combinaties dan vermeld in 

bijlage V-B-I.8 van het KB van 

10/08/2005. Gelieve matrix niv. 

5 alsook de soort in te vullen. 

89993 Aardbeien   

Pest. bessen, kleine 

vruchten major; 

dithiocarbamates 

  Vast aantal 10 IEC 100 

Andere product-oorsprong 

combinaties dan vermeld in 

bijlage I van VO 669/2009. 

90083 Perziken   
Pest. 669/2009 

Egypte maj. 
Egypte 

Geraamd aantal 

met vast 

percentage 

10% IEC 100 

Zending vasthouden in 

afwachting van het 

analyseresultaat (VO 

669/2009).  Geen nectarines! 

93356 Thee   Pest. thee major   Vast aantal 5 IEC 351 

Karakteristieken van de 

bemonsterde thee aanduiden in 

het veld  

opmerkingen".Bemonsteren 

van homogene thee, 

samengesteld uit één enkel 

basismeteriaal, zodat een 

unieke MRL kan toegepast 

worden." 
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controleplan 
CPL 

LPC 

Matrix Soort Parameter Oorsprong Type 

Monstername 

Aantal 

Nombre 

% 

TF 

FT 

Opmerking DG Controle 

93178 Vijgen   
Aflatoxine B1, B2, G1, 

G2 
Turkije 

Geraamd aantal 

met vast 

percentage 

20% IEC 382 Verordening 1152/2009 

91206 Pindakaas   
Aflatoxine B1, B2, G1, 

G2 
Ghana 

Geraamd aantal 

met vast 

percentage 

50% IEC 381 

Zending vasthouden in 

afwachting van het 

analyseresultaat. Verordening 

669/2009. 

90077 Avocado's   Morfoline   Vast aantal 5 IEC 133   

91214 Specerijen   
Polyaromatische 

koolwaterstoffen 
  Vast aantal 5 IEC 378   

93341 Rijst   GGO's China /Volksrep./ Vast aantal 22 IEC 398 

In afwachting van de Europese 

beschikking aangaande nieuwe 

noodmaatregelen met 

betrekking tot rijst(producten) 

uit China. 

119428 Voedingsmiddelen   
Cesium 134; Cesium 

137 
Japan 

Geraamd aantal 

met vast 

percentage 

5% IEC 393 

Verordening 284/2012. 

Zendingen uit getroffen 

prefecturen. 

90571 Oligo-elementen   

PCDD/PCDF Som via 

CALUX; 

Dioxineachtige PCB's 

SOM Via Calux 

  Gewenst aantal 110 IEC 204   

90587 arachideschroot   aflatoxine B1 

Argentinië of 

Brazilië of Zuid-

Afrika 

Geraamd aantal 

met vast 

percentage 

* IEC 206   

94327 
Samengestelde 

dierenvoeders 
Varkens 

AEGS/beta-

agonisten/Cortico's 
  Gewenst aantal 5 IEC 216   

94606 Bindmiddelen   
Cadmium (Cd); Lood 

(Pb) 
  Gewenst aantal 5 IEC 210   

93459 Materiaal in melamine   
Migratie-analyse van 

formaldehyde 
  

Geraamd aantal 

met vast 

percentage 

10% IEC 392 
Afkomstig uit China/Hong-Kong. 

Verordening 284/2011 
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CORPORATE 

SERVICES 

CONTROL 

POLICY 
CONTROL LABORATORIES 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 

 

P &O 

Budget &  

      Accounts 

Logistics 

ICT  

Legal service 

Translation 

Documentation 

 

 

Animals 

Plants 

Food 

Scientific Secretariat 

Databases 

International Affairs 

 

 

Primary 

production 

Processing 

Distribution 

Approvals 

Import-export 

RASFF-CONSUM 

NICU / NIU 

Central 

administration 

• 5 internal 

laboratories 
– Ghent 

– Tervuren 

– Melle 

– Liège 

– Gembloux 

• External 

laboratories 
11 PCU 

  

Crisis management 

Communication – contact 

Prevention – protection 

Quality assurance 

Internal audit 

Advisory 

Committee 
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Border control 
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Border control 

Staff

Personnel

Logistics

Budget-Accounts

Border Inspection Posts

BIP

Zaventem, Gent, Zeebrugge, Antwerpen, Li銶 e

Oostende

Controls and Approvals

Administration

Supplies to agriculture

Primary production

First processing

Sector Head

Primary Production

Sector

Controls and Approvals

Administration

Production and processing

of food

and feed

Sector Head

Processing

Sector

Controls and Approvals

Administration

Distribution

Community kitchens

Catering industry

Sector Head

Distribution

Sector

PCU Head
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Border control 

PCU head 

Border 
inspection 

Veterinary 
checks 

Checks on food of 
non-animal origin 

Phytosanitary 
checks 

Other checks 
and sampling 
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Border control 

 

1.Staffing (veterinary) border inspection 
 6 official veterinarians and 35 vets with the mission 

‘border control’ 
 3 administrative staff 
 

2.Types 
 3 ports and 3 airports 
 Ghent: only fish oil 
 

3.Consignments 
 Total number of consignments ‘human 

consumption’ : 26.719 (2011) 
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Border control 

• Common procedure:  

 mandatory notification with common entry 

document endorsed by the responsible for the 

consignment 

 documentary check 

 Identity check 

 physical check 

 release for free circulation within the EU after 

favourable outcome,  

accompanied by a common entry document fully 

endorsed by the official inspectors 
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Border control 

• Food of animal origin: 

 mandatory notification via TRACES system 

filling in the Common (Veterinary) Entry  

Document (CED) 

 before physical arrival 

on the EU territory 

 complete check in a 

Border inspection post  
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Border control 

• Food on non animal origin 

 mandatory notification  

by filling in the CED 

 one working day before 

physical arrival on the EU 

territory 

 identity and physical  

Check possible at the  

premise of the responsible for the consignment 
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Border control 

• Documentary check Food of animal origin: 
 

 

Examination of the certificate and other documents 
accompanying 

 - original document complying with EC model 
(TRACES)  

 - approved country for import 

 - safeguard measures against country 

 - approved establishment 

 - safeguard measures: RASFF 

 - compliance with information in CVED 
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Border control 

• Documentary check Food of non animal 

origin: 
 

 

Examination of the documents accompanying 

 

 - compliance with information in CED 

 - country for import 

 - safeguard measures against country 

 - safeguard measures: RASFF 
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Border control 

• Identity check Food of animal origin: 
 

 

Visual inspection to ensure that the documents tally with 
the product 

 - species, type.. 

 - official seals, health marks, stamps 

 - number of pieces, weight 

 - labels 
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Border control 

• Identity check Food of non animal origin: 
 

 

Visual inspection to ensure that the documents tally with 
the product 

 - type 

 - destination 

 - number of pieces, weight 

 - labels 
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Border control 

• Physical check Food of animal origin: 
 

 

Check on the product itself 

 - temperature 

 - conditions and means of transport (cold chain) 

 - packaging 

 - sensory examination: smell, colour, taste 

 - sampling and laboratory test (screening, suspicion, 
safeguard) 
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Border control 

• Physical check Food of non animal origin: 
 

 

(re-enforced) Check on the product itself 

 - temperature 

 - conditions and means of transport (cold chain) 

 - packaging 

 - sensory examination: smell, colour, taste 

 - sampling and laboratory test 

28 



Federal Agency for the Safety of the Food Chain 

Border control 

Sample via 

dispatching to lab 

Input  dispatch 
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Border control 

Input in Foodnet 
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Border control 

Input in Foodnet 



Federal Agency for the Safety of the Food Chain 

Border control 

communicatie Foodnet – LIMS - Alpha 

Transfer to LIMS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIMS send back a positive state 
 

 

+ 
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Border control 

results 



Federal Agency for the Safety of the Food Chain 

Border control 

• Follow-up  

 

Complete Documents (CVED/CED)  

Expense note  

Product Release 

Inform responsible for the consignment 

Asap so that he can arrange the necessary 

transport 



Federal Agency for the Safety of the Food Chain 

Border control 

• Negative outcome  
 

 - Appeal for the importer within 24 hours 
 - Redispatch:  
   o same means of transport 
   o within 60 days 
   o authorization of official inspector of BIP 
   o authorization of competent authority of the 

  country of  origin, of destination 
 - Destruction:  
   o redispatch impossible 
   o time limit elapsed 
   o decision of the importer 
   o risk for health  
 - Transformation 
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Border control 

Serious risk for human or animal health 

 - seizure of the consignment 

 - RASFF notification to European Commission 

 to all BIPS (via TRACES/RASFF) 

 - RASFF notification: reinforced checks on 10 

first consignments (one set  three sets if 

negative result in other sets = managed by 

TRACES) 

 - import suspended if repeated infringements 

 - specific decisions (laboratory analyses) 
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Border control 
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Border control 
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Border control 

Taiwanese  

border  

Rejections and 

Alert 

notifications 
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Thank you for your attention ! 
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