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Article 5.7 In cases where relevant scientific evidence is insufficient, a Member may provisionally adopt sani-

tary or phytosanitary measures on the basis of available pertinent information, including that from the relevant

international organizations as well as from sanitary or phytosanitary measures applied by other Members. In such

circumstances, Members shall seek to obtain the additional information necessary for a more objective assessment

of risk and review the sanitary or phytosanitary measure accordingly within a reasonable period of time.
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Recommended Procedures for implementing the Transparency Obligations of the SPS Agreement (Article 7),
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ABSTRACT

As a World Trade Organization (WTO) member, Taiwan shall fulfill the membership obligation,
understand and comply to the WTO regulations, while controlling the import and export of food and
promote the trade at the same time. WTO provides the international dialogue platform and various
channels, especially for the developing countries and least-developed countries, to assist and promote
members to understand the regulations, trade agreements and operations of WTO, to enhance country’s
technical capabilities to apply the WTO regulations, and facilitate the trade and economic development.
WTO continuously establishes and improves distance learning (E-learning) functions and keeps
encouraging the beginners to understand the regulations and principles of WTO. For the trade of
agricultural products and food, the primary agreement is SPS Agreement. Other relevant agreements
include TBT Agreement, TFA and DSU. In views of the prosperity and importance of international
trades on agricultural, fishery, forestry and food products, it’s indescribable and important that the
officials of competent authorities are responsible for agricultural and food safety to understand the SPS
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agreement and be familiar with the seven key elements, which include “non-discrimination,” “scientific
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justification,” “least trade restrictive SPS measure,” “equivalence,” “regionalization,” “transparency” and
“control, inspection and approval procedure.” In additional to E-learning, WTO also organizes advanced
training courses, national SPS seminars and regional SPS workshop irregularly. WTO encourages
advanced participates to have in-depth discussion, exchange views and be proficient with WTO training
institutions and members, to promote the free trade, to reduce trade disputes, and to enhance the

international coordination of food import and export management.

Key words: World Trade Organization, Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and
Phytosanitary Measures, Technical assistance, Non-discrimination, Distance
Learning



